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From The Driver’'s Seat

Well, we finally got it. It's official folks we
have WINTER! Forget about Crosby dreaming
about a white Christmas and letting it snow,
snow, snow. Most of you who have children
have probably told them what a winter was like
when we were their age. Not that they probably
believed it and who

By Geoffrey Levy

moniker however. During the larger snowfall of
'96, | was helping one of my neighbors. When
he saw how determinedly she ate her way
through drifted and plow packed snow, he
tapped me on the shoulder and said, "That
thing's an animal!" And so the name was born.
In all that time some

can blame them?
There's no point of
reference. Until now.
Actually, I'm curious
as to how many of
you have taken your
Triumph out for a
spin over the last two
or three weeks. All

“This club, this family ... you need
never feel isolated or alone. Here help is
only a phone call or meeting away. You
can be sure that you will always be wel-
come with your problem here and you'll

always get an assist, a helping hand, and

great advice. It is one of the things that
makes this club work...”

of those neighbors
have moved away
and new ones
replaced them. The
commitment was still
the same though.
This year has been
different. None of
our current neigh-

right, how many of

bors offered to assist

you have just looked
longingly at it?

For all the years we have been living out
here, we have been witnesses to a few good
snowstorms. As has always been my custom, |
have helped my neighbors dig out with "the
Beast of Brentwood". The "Beast" is a 30-year-
old, single stage, Simplicity snowthrower. | got
her used when we moved here in '84. Since
then she has been the beneficiary of one
engine swap uprating her from a 3.5 to 5 horse-
power engine (some folks do it to cars, 1 do it to
power tools). | did not stick her with that

Martha during the
snowfall prior to this last one. They all know she
has trouble walking but none offered any assis-
tance. By the time | got home, the snow was
part ice and frozen fast. Made it really miser-
able to clean up and still left us with some dan-
gerous spots. Then came the President's day
Blizzard. In the aftermath, We had our driveway
and walks cleaned within the day and we also
had a parking space in front of the house. Our
neighbors? Y'know, the plows really did a mis-
erable job.

...continued on page 2
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You say potato and | say po-tah-to, you say toma-
to and I...well you get the point.

Hello Long Iceland Triumph Association....wait
...what was that | just wrote? Long Iceland? No, this is
not meant as a joke because of all these close to zero
temperatures we have been having, although it would
seem appropriate. The cold has nothing to do with it.

Last month as | was rushing to get the newsletter
done | needed to get some photos developed at a one
hour joint. Deciding to go out in the cold during my
lunch hour, from my cube | dialed up the new Walmart.
It had just opened in Islandia and | needed to make
sure their machine was in proper working order.
Politely | asked for the photo department...”hold
please”...the operator said.

Finally a whiney woman at the other end said,
“Icelandia Walmart Photo Department.”

| cringed and asked, “Umm, is your 1 hour machine
up and running?”

“Yes” she sharply answered.

“Thank you, | was just checking.”

Annoyed and robotic in her tone the woman then
said, “is there anything else | can help you with today?”

“Well,” | said in an extremely polite tone, “it is pro-
nounced Islandia.”

“Yeah, Icelandia”

“No, Islandia, like Long Island where WE live.” |
was starting to get a little defensive.

“Yeah, Icelandia” she replied sharply.

“No, the ‘s’ is silent...like island, ISLAND!”

“Well, maybe that is how they pronounce it in the
country you come from, but here it is pronounced
Icelandia!” And then she promptly hung up the phone.

In slow motion | pulled the phone receiver to front
of my face and stared at it confusingly.

My coworkers were surrounding me, jaws dropped
and each casting a look of astonishment.

| couldn'tjust let it go, if | can’t solve world peace at
least in my little corner of the world | was going to right
this wrong.

Promptly | redialed Walmart’'s number.

“Islandia Walmart, how may | direct your call?” the
operator said. Well at least one employee said it cor-
rectly.

“May | speak to a manager please?” There was a
terrific silence.

“Can | ask why, because if it was about me putting
you on hold and no one picking up, that isn't my fault.”

“No, it isn't about you.”

“I swear | don’t do that on purpose, it isn't me.” she
pleaded.

“No, it isn’t you, | promise. It is the photo
department.”

“Oh, okay, a manager will be right with you.” she
replied with a more jovial tone.

After being on hold for about five minutes, a young
man answered, “how can | help you?” He sounded
more like a stock boy than a manager.

Quickly as | explained the situation and there was
silence at the other end.

“Oh,” he said sincerely, “I| am so sorry that hap-
pened. | will talk to her immediately.”

Politely he then asked for forgiveness in her place
and we hung up amicably.

With film in hand and the thermometer reading 12
degrees | headed out to the Computer Associates’
huge parking garage on my journey. | decided to take
a chance and instead go to Genovese which was
about 1/2 mile further down the road. Figuring it would
be worth driving the extra distance in order to not deal
with the Icelandian woman of Walmart. In an hour my
prints were completed without incident and | was off.

Our country is made up of many different kinds of
people. Each with their own unique attitudes, opinions
ways of pronouncing things (and well, mispronouncing
too.) It is all those unigue personalities that make this
world so interesting.

This applies with our own club too. We all have the
same basic passion for Triumphs and that’'s what con-
nected us to begin with. From there...well...let’s just
say are personalities go their own separate ways.
Which can cause clashing sometimes. But | think over
time the wounds do heal and we realize that whatev-
er caused the conflict wasn’'t worth arguing about in
the first place.

| am proud to see the club bonding together so
well at this pinnacle stage. Even though we are suf-
fering from growing pains, we are working as a strong,
solid unit which is amazing to just sit back and watch.
| hope that momentum keeps flowing as this show
approaches.

As for my own personal, pronunciation pet peeve.
About two weeks after my Walmart fiasco, | decided to
give that woman in the photo department one more
try. My heart was pounding as | requested to speak to
the photo department....”"hold please” the operator
said.

In the same whiney voice on the other end of the
line | heard the words, “Islandia Walmart.” That was
all I needed to hear and all was right in my world
again.

-Lynn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LITA Takes on Broadway

On March 2 members of LITA along with the MG
Car Club took an excursion into NYC to see Urinetown
the Musical.

Arlene and Anthony Sperazza organized the entire
day for us. From train, to lunch, to the show, to a won-
derful dinner at the end of the evening at Carmine’s
located right in the middle of Times Square.

Although it rained until we went into the theatre that
didn't stop this group from taking in the sights and
sounds of Broadway.

The trip was terrific. Thanks Arlene and Anthony for
all your hard work

| got this email from Dave Blackwell of the MG
Car Club just as | was finishing the newsletter.

-Lynn

| would like to take this opportunity to
personally and publicly thank, LITA and
MGCCLIC Member Antknee Sperrazza for
organizing the trip into the city. The show
might not have been my cup of tee, but | did
enjoy the outing with everyone.

I might suggest a larger bribe to the
weatherman next time.

Congrats and thanks !

- Dave Blackwell

Import Carlisle Hotel Information
By Anthony Sperrazza

We will be staying in the Super 8 Carlisle North for
the Import Carlisle Show which runs from May 16-18.
Super 8's Phone # is 1-800-854-9518. Confirmation # is
61311721. Rooms are under Long lIsland Triumph
Association. The cost is approx $83 including tax per
night. You must put the room on your own credit card,
each room has 2 beds and are non smoking. If you want
a smoking room call early and ask if they can change
one for you.l am trying to get all the rooms together.
April 16 the rooms cannot be blocked anymore and it
will be up to you to find a room which is getting a little
harder every year.

Tony and | are already booked. So there are 9
rooms left. | am also letting the MG club know. Anybody
needs more info contact me (631) 732-0736.

Summer Party / VTR
Convention Plans

Tony Vigliotti reserved a block of rooms at for the
club at the Comfort Inn of Blairsville, PA. The rooms
are under the name "Long Island Triumph Association"
but members must make their on reservations and
secure the rooms with their own credit card. Comfort
Inn will only hold the block until July 10, 2003, after
that they will be available to anyone.

Comfort Inn of Blairsville
1085 Rte 22 Highway West
Blairsville, PA 15717
Phone: (724)459-7100

Arrival Date: Thursday, August 7, 2003
Departure Date:Sunday, August 10, 2003
Group Number: 3778

Comfort Inn Sales Manager:Tammy Clancy

Rates:
Single: $99
Double: $99
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* Oil Change & Filter
» Brakes & Anti-lock Systems
» 4-Wheel Alignment & Balance
» A/IC & Heating Systems
* Foreign & Domestic
« Emission Controls & Tune-up

NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED INSPECTION STATION
439 West Main Street, Patchogue, N.Y.

Mike & Rose (One block west of Mickey Felice’s Restaurant)

" Gwners. (631) 289-9027 e




